Maintenance of blood pressure control in elderly hypertensives on ketoprofen.
In elderly patients, nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs) are often used concomitantly with antihypertensive agents. It is therefore important to assess the potential for interactions between NSAIDs and these agents. In a double-blind, placebo-controlled study, 40 elderly hypertensive patients treated with acebutolol or atenolol, together with frusemide, were randomized to receive either ketoprofen, 200 mg/day (50 mg q.i.d.), or matching placebo for 7 days. Arterial blood pressure and heart rate were monitored for a 24-hour period at baseline and at the end of treatment. Standard sphygmomanometric measurements of blood pressure and heart rate were conducted twice a day during the study. No clinically significant side effects or blood pressure or heart rate alterations were observed during the trial. The results indicate that ketoprofen does not interfere with blood pressure control in elderly hypertensive patients being treated with a combination of beta-blockers and diuretics.